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CALL TO ORDER 

6:00 P.M. – Chairman Mark Spoltman called the meeting to order.  Mr. Spoltman noted for the 
record the hearing of each item would be conducted according to a modified Roberts Rules of 
Order, more specifically as follows: 
A. Clerk to State the Agenda Item 
B. Staff Comments 
C. Applicant/Agent Comments 
D. Other Affected Parties Comments 
E. Board Member Comments and Questions 
F. Board To Take Action On The Item 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present:  Mark Spoltman, Brad Bubp, Mike Taylor, Jim Oda, and Jean Franz 
Members Absent:  None 
Staff Members:    Chris Schmiesing, Becky Cool 
Attendees:                   Candace Goodall, Mark Sierschula, Gary Sierschula, Barbara Temple 
 
MEETING MINUTES 
 
Chairman Spoltman stated an amended copy of the August 4, 2009 meeting minutes was 
handed out prior to the meeting, and asked if there were additions, deletions or corrections to be 
made to the amended August 4, 2009 meeting minutes.  Mrs. Franz made a motion to approve 
the August 4, 2009 meeting minutes as amended and submitted, and Mr. Bubp seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Bubp, Aye: Mrs. Franz, Aye: Mr. Oda, Aye: Mr. Taylor, Aye: and Mr. Spoltman, 
Aye.  A voice vote resulted in a 5-0 vote in supporting the motion to approve the meeting 
minutes as submitted. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
1.   PC-18-09  
 
A Resolution authorizing the construction of a new building and the installation of equipment 
essential to 911 communications 
 
Staff Comments 

This is a request to approve plans to build a new structure to house the essential equipment 
integral to the 911 communications system components located at the City of Piqua E. Ash 
Street water tower site. The new structure will be located just to the north of the existing building 
and will include a pad and generator equipment located adjacent to the building along with a 
propane tank that will be located nearby, with a security fence to be erected.  All of the 
structures will be fenced in, and this will be a joint venture between the City of Piqua and the 
911 Center. The existing building will either be occupied by the Amateur Radio Club or removed 
from the premises at a later date.  
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There was discussion on the landscaping, the type and placement of the fencing that is to be 
utilized, and who is responsible for the cost of the proposed landscape.  It was suggested that 
slats be installed in the chain link fence, or a privacy type fence be installed along with the 
addition of trees, shrubs and other plantings around the fenced in area. 
 
Barbara Temple, Director of Miami County Communications Center, came forward and 
explained where the fence would be located.  Ms. Temple further stated they are concerned 
about security, and having large landscape plants around the area it would cut down on the 
visibility of the building, and having slats in the fence would make it harder to maintain security.  
Ms. Temple stated they plan on doing some type of landscape around the fence to soften the 
appearance of the building in the area. 
 
There was discussion on whether or not there are any lights in the area, or if there were any 
plans to light the facility at night.  Ms. Temple stated there are lights on the water tower, and in 
the nearby shopping center at this time, but that not lights were planned at this time for the 
building. 
 
It was stated that the location of the building is not really visible from the road and is hidden by 
the businesses located in front of the area. It was noted that the security of the property is 
important and that they would agree to some type of landscape and a fence to screen the area. 
It was suggested to include a modest landscape plan and install a fence at the site. 
 
Public Comments 

No one came forward to speak for or against PC-18-09 

Voting Record 

Mr. Oda moved to approve PC 18-09 with the condition as stated “ a modest landscape plan be 
submitted to the City Planner, seconded by Mrs. Franz.  Roll Call vote, Mr. Oda, Mr. Bubp, Mrs. 
Taylor, Mrs. Franz, and Mr. Spoltman. Nay: None. A Roll Call vote resulted in a 5-0 vote to 
approve the request with the conditions as stated. 
 

2.  PC-19-09 
 
A Resolution to consider for approval the landscape plan for the intersection of USR 36 and I-75 
 
Mr. Schmiesing presented the final concept plans, and gave a brief overview of the landscape 
plan for the intersection of USR 36 and I-75. 
 
Mark Sierschula, of Envision Works came forward and gave a brief overview of the type of 
plantings, and the color of the lettering on the wall to be installed in the plan for the USR 36 and 
I-75   Mr. Sierschula also explained the level of maintenance that would be required to maintain 
the various trees and plants during the year.   
 
There was discussion concerning the type of plants to be utilized, the grass mowing in some of 
the areas, and the use of crabapple trees.  It was brought to the board’s attention that crabapple 
trees are prone to several problems, and if some other type of tree could be substituted in place 
of the crabapple trees. Mr. Sierschula stated a pear tree could possibly be substituted for the 
crabapple tree without any problem.  
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There was discussion on the color of the black  “Piqua” lettering on the dark gray stonewalls, 
and if it would be possible to use a lighter color stone on the wall.   Mr. Schmiesing stated that 
the black lettering complements the black fencing on the deck. 
 
Mr. Oda commended Envision Works on their plan, stating they have taken our thoughts and 
feelings into consideration and have put together a good plan. 
 
The Planning Commission viewed this presentation a few months ago, and looks like you have 
incorporated just about everything we discussed. It looks like this plan suits us very well, said 
Mr. Spoltman 
 
Public Comment 
 
No one came forward to speak for or against PC 19-09. 
 
Voting Record 
 
Mrs. Franz moved to approve PC 19-09 with adjustments to the type of trees, and the color of 
the stonewall, seconded by Mr. Bubp.  Roll Call vote: Mr. Oda, Aye; Mr. Bubp, Aye; Mr. Taylor, 
Aye: Mrs. Franz, Aye: Mr. Spoltman, Aye. Roll Call vote resulted in a 5-0 vote to approve the 
request with the adjustments as stated. 
 
OTHER   

Monthly Report 
Mr. Schmiesing presented the Monthly Reports. 

Accessory Uses  

 
Mr. Schmiesing stated this is in reference to a request to place an above ground swimming pool 
on a vacant lot across the alley from their home.  Current provisions in the code do not allow for 
a swimming pool to be placed on a vacant lot where there is no principal use.  The reason for 
bringing this to the Planning Commission is the applicant would like to have the opportunity to 
place the swimming pool on the vacant lot at this time.  Staff is bringing this item to the Planning 
Commission looking for some direction as to whether it is appropriate to amend the code to 
incorporate such a provision to accommodate this type of request.  Mr. Schmiesing further 
explained the principal permitted uses. 
 
There was discussion concerning the placement of a swimming pool on a vacant lot, and if it 
would be considered an accessory use, and other problems that could arise if the code is 
changed at this time.  Mr. Schmiesing explained some of the other scenarios that might arise if 
the code were to be changed at this time.  Mr. Spoltman stated he fells this is a very unique 
situation that he feels does not warrant a change in the code. Mr. Bubp stated he feels it should 
be called a Special Use to accommodate the situation. 
 
Mr. Schmiesing asked what the Planning Commission would like to do at this time, change the 
code to accommodate something like this, or leave the code like it is and review requests as 
they come in.  All were in agreement to allow the code to remain the same and to review 
situations as they arise in the future. 
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Mackenzie Erick, 123 Linden Avenue, the applicant came forward and gave a brief overview of 
what she would like to do and presented the Board members with a picture of the lot in 
question. 
 
Mr. Oda asked if Ms. Erick understood the discussion of her unique situation.  Ms. Erick stated 
yes, she understood. 
  
Ms. Erick stated she came to the City and picked up a copy of the swimming pool regulations, 
purchased the pool, but could not get a building permit, she did not understand her situation 
would be unique.  
 
There was discussion of the timetable of events that would have to happen to allow Ms. Erick to 
install her swimming pool on the vacant lot.  Mr. Schmiesing stated currently the way the code is 
it cannot happen, but we can incorporate mechanisms into the code so it can be doable. 
 
Mr. Oda stated the Planning Commission is willing to change the code to allow this type of 
situation. 
 
Mr. Gary Bell, Country Club Road, father of Ms. Erick came forward and stated his daughter 
paid $4000 for the pool, and is just waiting for it to be installed.  If the City were to not allow Ms. 
Erick to install the pool at this time, would the City of Piqua be willing to write a letter stating that 
fact to the pool company so she could get her money back, asked Mr. Bell.  Mr. Schmiesing 
stated yes, the city would be willing to write such a letter. 
 
Mr. Spoltman stated we are not saying it cannot be done; there is a process that would have to 
be followed to make the change in the code to allow such a situation. 
 
Heather Bell, Country Club Road, mother of Ms. Erick came forward and stated the neighbors 
around her daughters home do not have a problem with the location of the pool, and that there 
are plans to fence the pool in. 
 
Mr. Schmiesing thanked the family for being patient, and to give the city a few months to work 
this out. 
 
Going Places 
 
Mr. Schmiesing explained the Going Places information the members received in their Planning 
Commission packets.  There will be a workshop to further their land use efforts held in Piqua 
sometime in October/November to receive public input, said Mr. Schmiesing. 
 
Mr. Schmiesing gave a brief update on the Parking Regulations that will be coming up soon. 
 
Mr. Taylor stated the old hospital is looking much better.  Mr. Schmiesing explained that they 
have satisfied the EPA requirements for the cleanup, and the building has been encapsulated. 
At this time the city is trying to bring financing to the table to help the owner with the completion 
of the project.  We are not letting the owner off the hook, said Mr. Schmiesing. 
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ADJOURNMENT   

With no further business to conduct it was moved and seconded that the regular meeting be 
adjourned.  With all those present in favor the regular meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  
 

 


